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GEORGE   CANNING

AMONG the rising names of statesmen in the early
part of the century the greatest name was un-
doubtedly that of George Canning. The men who
have hitherto been mentioned in these pages were,
for the most part, men who had won their fame
before the century began, such men as Pitt and
Fox and Burke. But the career of Canning be-
longs almost altogether to the story of the. nine-
teenth century. Canning wras the son of a literary
man who was supposed to have gifts, or at all
events promises, as a writer; but the highly
respectable family to which he belonged regarded
literature as a decidedly ungentlemanly, if not dis-
reputable, sort of occupation; and the elder Canning
was therefore edged out of the circle with a very
stinted income to maintain him, and had to supple-
ment the income by various experiments which
nearly all proved to be unsuccessful. He tried to
be an author, and did not succeed ; he was called to
the bar and endeavoured to get on as an advocate,
but without success ; he even tried, it is certain, to be
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